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The Athenian Mercury, 


; Saturday, OFober 26. 1695. 


Queft. 1. 


eel 


be leave t ‘k your sivice i ‘ c< «  ame 
@ ask your s.ivice ina matter ‘em? All thisis faid on fuppofition the man tempts the 


ged - bard ‘4 me, and wnercon de- women: But if the danger lies a t‘other tide as on 
y* ‘ ‘ by futare ppinefs. Its otis, woud he almoft ready to believe by reading the yu ok 


There is 4 Gentleman who pretends a creas 
; __, . btnknefs to me, and bas made many prote- 
ations that bo marry me when an eld woman is dead whe 
be expels fhou'd make him ber beir, but [ays be is fearful 
je Wis never sive ber confent for bim to marry one thas is 
JO unequai to bem 4s to Fortune. He wou'd brve bad me 
break a piece Of filver with kim as 4 token of Fidelity, bur 
WAS not free tect anylriend of mine ould be byas @ win fs. 
a Prout d confent to this, J douitbe woud expe? fome 
Ereater Favour thas J fhou'd be willing to prant betore 
marriage. J have promis*d to fubmit to you Fudement, 
and therefore beg your aniwer by the next Meccury + whe. 
ther two perfons being jut one $0 anctber, and dtheniag re- 
ally fo Marry when teri circaumfances will permitymuy 
wot lie together before marriage, witkcur 4 Breach of 
Gods Law. Pray fail ner to anjwer, &c. 

Aniw. As we have fiid before, we don’t expe that 
any of thefe fort of Cuen%s will have patience or kon- 
efty enough to ftay for our 2 {wer, which we obferve 
they ate zealous, more then . ny othe rs, to have pre- 
ciulely by the new Mercury, for a plain reaion, 
deaft they fhoud lofe cime and not make 
fhait enough to their Ruine. But we muft cone 
els emengf all our }\afty querifls of cither Sex, we 
never yet met with any chat caine fo home tothe pur- 
poic,or {poke fiich plain } egiifh as this prefear : She is 
not it feems at eli concern*d at the Infamy which has 
been juflly laid on Cencubinase without marriage, nor 
the particular Laws of hice own Nation, nor the ulages 
of the Churc) wherein the was born, the Excommnuntss- 
sion fhe incuics, and the publick penance fhe ought to 
Uadergo, and if difciptine be fo broken that thofe 
things are now wru/wal or weregarded,we know whom we 
are tothankfor't. Uf nothing of all this deferve a 
thoughs, one won'd think the Nlegitimation ef her 
CAildren fhou’d have fome little Jnfluence on her minds: 
all that has been faid alseady is certain amd inevitable, 
but there sreother Jncanvanitnecs which are next to 

‘certain, which it may be fhe niay be more concera’d at 
than thofe already mention’d. Has fhe aay tecurity 
chat her Spark will be true after all, and won't tura 
her to fhift when he ras rifled her of all he cares for ? 
Did the never know any Inftances of fuch ferfakem fools? 
Nay, how many can fhe give to the contrary ? Iethere 
any Likelihood that the Honour of a peeve may be 
depended upon, who wou'd break the Laws oF his own 
and all other Nations ; If women generally thiak their 
davis bard by reafon of their SubjeBion to their ve. 
binds, and that de/psiic power which they pretesc Soy 
over them, how much harder rauft theirs be wlio de- 


i nt the Luft of any man, his 45- 
jt for their Bread, © > fron! wale fot 


Inte will and pleafwre, and the Flow 
Fancy and iene Nay, may have their childrow as 
tell az them/elves turn‘d-out of Dees oreny, Saas 
without any help from thofe Laws which they efpis'a: 
And can there be a more vehement /iu/pition of any thing 
than that this wonderfully virtuous Spark will never 
warry one, when he has already got all that many o- 
Cy for, efpecially when he does little leis then fairly 
confs[s his fetentions, by refuting to let her have any 
Pitne(s, fo much as of the centrad aia : - 
Way fuppofing he had a defiza of being j «4 ¥ 
wou'd any perfou of Difererion give any othes wnt 
violent Tempration to be otherwile, at he muft n 


: ; t Bor if varic- 
have when thus left to kis owo erg bee oa tant 


ty have fuch Charms to Lewd and 

phe the moft publick. facred vows and legal ry 4 
Marigge Cand not, keep a we » ip 
tfon, how mech lef likely is‘c they Mos Set» A 
opel nothmg but their ows privats werd oolge 


and this forward Lady has fuch a mind to an Eftat . 
and isin fuch hat to getit, that fhee'll throw off alt 
the modefty of ker Sex to obtain it, and for ever fur- 
feit the efteem of all virtuous and pious perions, who 
fhe cannot but know, abhor the very thouu)ts of any 

S —— . ’ = : 
Rich pgpetices; let her at leaft and ali others who may 
be in her circumftances, have fome revard to the 
righteous Judgment of God, who has faid hee“! Fudge 
Whoremongers, and Adultersrs, whe requires the utmott 
purity of Lit and Heart in Chriftians, on no le pains 
‘ G + "+ eo .4 ’ « P 4 
than thole of Eternal Milery; and who has fo ftri@ly 
Charg‘d ‘em in his holy word, not to deceive thern- 
lelves, becaule neither Forsteators, nor Adult rors, nor 
Wnciean Perjons, Thall ever /2herts the Kingdom ot Het 
ven, : 

Qusf, 2. Tell your bum): Servints, Pray Geitl 
men, why the perfons whe did formerly Preach down Te 
bacco, and Periwigs, do now ‘moak Tobacco, ant wes 


, the whole courfe of bis Life, and yet in 
Bckua{s by reafon of the Extremity thereof, is dittracted, 
aud dyes raving and blafpheming. What ave we to judge 
of this Man > 

Anf@. Doubtlefs we are to Judge Charitably, as 
God will mercifully, who will n¢ver punish an suolnn 
tary, which is no€ properly an bumane action. 

Quek 4. Why our bleed Saviour loved St. John bef, 
when St. Peter leved bim moft ? 

Anfa. St. Fobn appears to have lov‘d the perfon of 
olir Saviour better than St. Peter, whofe Zeal tor him 
feemsto have been chiefly grounded an the inif-iken 
Notion of his Countrymen,that he was to be a7emporal 
Meffisb, to conquer Kingdoms, and make his Apoftles 
his Vicc-reys all the world over. Belides, St. Pohn was 
a relation of our Saviours, and of a more agreeable 
temper than St. Peter who was bot and baffy, tho weil 
meaning and honeft. 

Queit. 5. Pray the true Interpresstion of shat Text, St, 
Luk. 23.313. “* If they dosbefe things ina Oreea ree, 
“* whas {hall bs done inthe Dry ? 

Axfm. It feems ta have been a proverbial {pecch 
among the Jews, or at leaft to allude to fome fuch 
fpeech, and what the meaning of it is we fhall more 
eafily difcever if we can find ia what fence a Dry Tree, 
and Green are taken in Holy Scripture and the fewiih 
writings. Mow Gresius and ocheratell us, that the 
Jews did commonly call Good Men, Ligna viridis, Green 
Troes, or Green Wood, as bad men, Dry, it being a Pro- 
verb trite enough amongh taem. “ If there be two 
* piecesof Dry Woed together, and one of Green, the 
Dry will bura up the Green ; whereby they either de- 
figaed to warn men of i/] company; or,as Gresius thinks, 
wou'd fignity that good men, as being generally the 
finaller numiber, are ealily oppreft by the Con/piration 
of Zvil. And that this Scheme of Speech wastaken 
frem comuron converfation and ufed in the facred 
writingswill appear by feveral Texts ia the Old Tetta- 
ment and New, as indeed how fhouwfd our Saviour 
atd the exprefs themfelyes, but a* theic 
Countryaxn ufed todo ? One: very clear place is in 
Exek, 20. J. Where God favs. * Twill kindle a Fire, 
“ and it fhafl deveur every Green-Tree inthee, ant 

& every Dry Tree, which is explain‘d in the 21. from 3. 

 Lwill cuc of from thee the vigbtcour and the wicked. 
And wictsd then ate freqled:fe compair'd in tie New" 
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in moft Cities and many great Towns in Ergla 1, By Mr. 
Levinefton, Frutterer, at the Ko ycl-J parge-Gat 1 4? 
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